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6.9 LAW ENFORCEMENT 

6.9.1 EXISTING SERVICES AND FACILITIES 

Sheriff's Department 
The Pacific County Sheriff's Office serves all unincorporated areas of Pacific County.  The 
Sheriff’s Office has several divisions including the patrol division, the civil/clerical division, the 
telecommunications (E-911) division, the emergency management division, and the corrections 
division (jail).  The North County offices and jail facility are located in the Public Safety Building 
adjacent to the County Courthouse, in South Bend.  The South County office is located in Long 
Beach and contains a sally port area, storage facilities, office space, evidence room, and several 
holding cells.   

In 2020, the Sheriff’s office patrol division consists of a Sheriff, Undersheriff, Chief Criminal 
Deputy, two Sergeants, eleven patrol deputies and two reserve deputies.  The specialty units 
include registered sex offender staff and two apprehension K-9s with one currently being cross-
trained for narcotics detection.  Major equipment includes a Mobile Command vehicle, a CBRNE 
tactical van, three undercover patrol vehicles, and 21 patrol vehicles.  Deputies have mobile data 
computers in their patrol vehicles.  The civil division consists of a Chief Civil Deputy, two civil 
clerks, a clerk/secretary, and an evidence custodian/clerk.  The Telecommunications division 
consists of a 911director, 12 telecommunicators, and a clerk/secretary.  The corrections division 
consists of two corrections sergeants, ten corrections officers, and three cooks.    

The County Sheriff Department has a mutual aid agreement with the City Police Departments of 
Long Beach, Raymond, and South Bend, to ensure cooperation and efficient police protection 
throughout the county.  The County Sheriff Department provides jail services to the others under 
contract. 

Courts 
The Pacific County District Court is a court of limited jurisdiction that handles felony preliminary 
appearances, misdemeanors, infractions, anti-harassment orders, name changes, civil and small 
claims cases, and impound hearings.  The District Court is divided into the Peninsula District 
(South District) and the Willapa District (North District) which serves the south and north ends of 
the County, respectively.  Superior Court services are also provided. Both the Willapa District 
Court and the Superior Court convene on the second floor of the courthouse located in South Bend. 
The South District Court convenes in the South County Administrative Facility in Long Beach. 

6.9.2 CAPACITY ANALYSIS 

According to the Pacific County Sheriff, less than minimal staffing currently exists in all divisions. 
In order to accomplish an acceptable level of public safety and fulfill mandated responses, the 
Sheriff has stated that large additions of staff, especially in patrol, are necessary.  These needs are 
driven not only by an anticipated population increase over the next 20 years, but also an increase 
in the visitor population to the County.  The Pacific County Sheriff has proposed the addition of a 
major crimes division with three detectives, an increase of five – ten patrol officers, one – two 
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patrol sergeants, expansion of apprehension K-9 unit, a registered sex offender management unit, 
and a volunteer coordinator to implement and supervise citizen volunteers over the next 20 year 
planning horizon (2020 – 2040).    

6.9.3 NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

The Pacific County facility in Long Beach houses all of South County administrative functions 
including law enforcement services and the court services.  The portion of the new building 
devoted to law enforcement has areas for processing and storing evidence, booking and holding 
detainees, office space, training and storage areas.  Adequate room exists in both north and south 
County facilities to handle the County’s law enforcement administrative needs through the next 
20 years.   

The existing Pacific County jail facility in South Bend operates at capacity on a frequent basis 
and may be inadequate to adequately meet project needs.  There is a need for a larger facility due 
to the need for more bed space and for upgrades needed in the current aging facility.  There may 
also be a need for additional Corrections Officers depending on the number of added beds. 




